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„u WEAKENED MY STRENGTH IN THE WAY ; HE - 
l g „ £ 4 hy 4 q 
SHORTENED MY DAYS.” "2-58 


Ore bleſſed Saviour often took occaſion 

| to draw moral inſtruttion ſrom objefts around him. 

Thoſe things, which engaged the particular attention 

of his hearers, and which are adapted to attraft the no- 

ce of mankindin general, were introduced into his 
diſcourſe for religious purpoſes. On reſtoring fight to 

a blind perſon, he takes occaſion to call himſelf the ligt 

of the world, and reminds the hollow hearted Phariſees 

of their ſpiritual blindneſs. When little children are | 
brought to him for his bleſſing, he recommends the in- N 
nocence and humility of the infant ſtate, as neceſſaty | 
qualifications for thoſe, who would become his diſci- 

ples and true members of his church. Wben be was 

informed, that his mother and brethren had come to 

| ſeek him, he declares that all, who would learn of him 

and follow his inſtruQtions, ſhould be as near and dear f 
to him, as his neareſt connexions. © When be ſaw the of 

fowls of the air on the wing, and the fields of nature in 

all their vernal beauty, he is led to teach his diſciples F'Y 

to form right and worthy notions of that providence, 
_ which clothes the graſs, adorns the flower, and regards 
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ee . * the time he deliv fred his en on 


the Mount, which is ſo replete with practical divinity, 


the moſt ſtriking alluſions ate taken ſrom the objects 
whieh were then in view. Indeed, on whatever ſukje ct 
or occaſion he ſpoke, he made uſe of preſent objedts, 
circumſtances: and events«ta enforce his obſers ations, 
This method rendered his obſervations more entertain. 
ing, more energetic, more profitable. 
Ix imitation of our Saviour's example, the miniſ- 
| ters of the goſpel avail themſelves of every ſuitable op- | 
portunity to impreſs and penetrate the minds of their 


people. They enjoy the privilege of employing. the 
more intereſting events of providence to enforce their 
religious inſtruQtions. Thoſe ſcenes and events, in 


which the fortunes of men, the ſympathics of. nature, 
and the ties of affetlion are deeply-concerned, may be 
rendered produdtive of uſeful ſentiments and ſeaſona · 
ble admonitions. In the trials and afflictions of life, 
and in the various diſpenſations of previdence, tha 
great diſpoſer of events ſpeaks to us in language, which 
all can underſtand. : By ſuch methods, he teaches us 


our dependence, * calls us to our duty. Inſtances of 


mortalizy, by which our deare(t relatives and friends are 


F remoyed from our fond.embraces, ſorcibly teach us, io | 
work while the day of life continues; in fill the circle mer- 
led by lraven vith fidelity and uſefulneſs, and to take 


ihe more earneſt heed to make our calling and elec+ 


ion ſure. The death of others is the harbinger of our 
on. Our own weaknels, infirmity and expoſedneſs to 
various diſeaſes appize us of the rapid approaches of 


% 


| 3 1. 
place. 


F 


our own diſſolution. But the agonies of expiring na · 


ture, the ſolemnities of a funeral, and the cold res 


grave, open ſcenes which are adapted to make deeper 


impreſſions upon the mind. . The warnings of Yeath 


are ſometimes ſo powerful and affecting, that the living 


vill lay them to heart. Of this kind is the warning we = 


receive by the death, which recently happened in ibis 


god vin 1e 210 1 


Our departed friend ſeems to addf̃eſs us frdinthe man- 


a 


hons'of: the dead, concerningihe diſpoſay of divine 


— Ee weakened my.' ftrength inthe way 5>hd 


dats to dd and admonifhed of what 


een to be true Every onelis reatly' ro 
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but how many live without laying it to bert? node? 


impartial tribunal? There are none, perhaps, who d 


not wiſh' to die the death and Mare the febafds 'of the! 

_ righteous; but how many conduct witliotit tegarding 15 
the iſſae of things, and ide 'withour religion,” and with. 

out God in the world?! Thefe things are fo öfen men- 


mains of departed. friends ſlowly moving to the ſilent 


By this inſtance of mortality, affettionate bro- 
| thers are deprived of their only ſiſter, this Church of 
Cbriſt of a worthy: RY and A 'herfelf of 
| tice. (201 24 e 14G 
Tut wafling diſeaſe of the 10 woman; whoſe 
Ae ſolemnĩties we attended in the er] f the 
paſt week, naturally lead us tote ſentiment df bur te xti 


allow, chat it is appointed unte all men SHK tb die? 


perſuaded; chat After death cometh the judgtient; burt 
how many neglet᷑· to prepate to mbet them God: at M? 
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8 | | 16. "if 
tioned and repeated, that they Teaſe to piotuce: any. 
| conſiderable effect. They are truths which lie in ſo 
many parts of God's word and are ſo frequently dif 
penſed from the ſacred deſk, that they ſeem to eome of 
courſe, and therefore do not alarm: As ' clouds and 
tempeſts, which fill the atmoſphere with the blackneſs 
ol darkneſs, often colleQ and ſpend: their force, and 
then diſſipate without doing any material injury; leave 
a ſefrene ſky; fo the ſinner, when the ſtorms of divine 
vengeance are gathering around him, and are ready to 
burſt upon his, head, arid futurity is overcaſt with hor- 
rors, vainly hopes that all will at length ſubſide,” and 
leave him tranquil and peaceful.” He does not ſeriouſ- 
ly conſider, that without repentance ſach a hope muſt 
periſh, and that, when this hope fails him, he will fink 
into the depths of deſpair. This being the caſe with 
us, our inatggption to the concerns of another world 
becomes almoſt habitual.” Some ſtriking events: of 
providence ſeem neceſſary to rouſe our feelings and pe- 
ne trate our hearts. With ſuch events we are ſometimes 
furniſhed. Inſtances of mortality now and then oecuſ 
which with more than uſual force teach us our frailty and 
call ourattention tothe haſteniag period of ourdeparture. 
We are hereby admoniſhed, that the tongue which now 
moves, and the ear which now hears, vill ſhortly moul- 
dier and decay. Let this conſideration find its way to 
the heart, and direct its various movements, chat out 
of it may be the iſſues of life. Be aſſured, my hearers, 
_ that though God yet holdeth our ſouls in life, ſentence 
ts already paſſed upon each one of us. Death is the. 


* 


„ 
common lot of man. God hath ſaid to the whole hu- 


man race, Duſt ye are, and unto duſt ye ſhall return.” 
The ſeeds of difſolution are planted in the conſtitution 


of our natures, and many hidden cauſes are at work to 
bring us to our end. Whatever bounds may be ſet ta 


our habitation, and whatever he the limits of our abode 


on earth, we may adopt the language of the ' Apoſtle, 


and acknowledge, that our departure is at hand. God 
may lengthen out our days and cover our heads with the 


„ venerable hoar of years.” We may at a late period, 
be gathered to our fathers' fleeping duſt, We may 


come to our grave in full age, like as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in its ſeaſon. And if then found in the ways 


of virtue and righteouſneſs, our hoary heads will be 


our honour and glory, and with hopes of immortality 
we can. depart in peace.—But the continuance of life 


is quite uncertain. The diſtance at which death ie from 
any one of us we cannot meaſure. We know not what 


one year, one month, or one day may bring forth. 


God has a ſovereign right to weaken our ſtrength in the 
way, and to ſhorten our days. He is able to extin- 
guiſh the ſun of life in any part of its courſe. How 
many in the midſt of their days are made to feel the 
chilling hand of death ! How many are taken from a 
thouſand tender cares and endearments, and brought | 


to the houſe appointed for all the living! And ſhould 


we reach the period of three ſcore years and ten, and 


be then unprepared for death, we ſhould have reaſon 
to lament that we had not been cut off before we had 


filled ſo large a meaſure of iniquity. | The vices and 


2 


10 
moral pollutions of youth and of riper years, added to 
the impurities of advanced life, render the character of 
che aged finner extremely vile and baſe. Who then 
has the bold preſumption to calculate upon long life, 
and upon a more convenient ſeaſon for the exerciſe 
of repentance and piety ? Who, under fuch awakening 
conſiderations, will venture to reſt his ſoul's affairs up- 
on a ſingle and flender thread? But whether we die 
ſooner or later, what have we to fear from the laſt ene- 
1 my ? As death is no more than a ceſſation of life, how 
can it harm us Did not fin ſting the ſoul of the ſin- 
ner and bring on pain and anguiſh in a future ſtate of 
_ Exiſtence, death would never have been called tbe 
king of terrors. The poiſon conveyed to the ſoul by 
a wicked life, though it may not produce many alarm- 
ing effects in this world, will hereafter rage with vio- 
lence and wreck the foul with torture. . Ughieſs the re- 
medy provided in the goſpel be applied and the ſting 
of death be taken out before the ſoul leaves the body, 
thts fling of death. will remain and never be removed; - Sin 
infuſes its venomous qualities, through all the faculties 
of the ſoul, and greatly debaſes and pollutes them. Sin 
- thus conceived, retained and ſpread, brings on the fe- 
cond death. Sin, as the Apoſtle fays, when it is finiſſicd, 
dringeth forth death. A conſciouſneſs of guilt is what 
wounds and torments the ſinner in the view of difſolu- 
tion. The thoughts of death to all, who are not clean- 

fed from-fin by the blood of Chriſt, muſt be alarming 
and terrible in the extreme. To all, who are not pu- 
rified from the . of this malignant diſeaſe, this 


deadly poiſon, futurity is big with horror. A ſenſe of 


fin-and a conſciouſneſs of guilt are the prolific ſources; 


of all thoſe. painful apprehenſions and alarming fears 
which crowd into the ſinner's mind at the proſpect of 
death and a judgement to come. By the law is the 
knowledge and ſtrength of fin, and by comparing this 
law with his principles and practice, the ſinner feels 
himſelf condemned. Comparing what he really is with 
what he ought to be, and what he allows and practices 
with what God requires and commands, he dreads the 
event which will bring to his trial, and the burnings of 
that fire, which never goes out. With pain and diſtreſs 
of mind he perceives that the „ting of death is fin. But 
thanks to God, this very ſinner by faith and repent- 
ance, may flee the wrath to come and lay hold on e- 
ternal life. He may hereby have his heart ſprinkled 


From an evil conſcience. Through the mediation of 


Chriſt and the power and efficacy of the divine N 
he may reſt and rejoice in hope. | 


Tusk obſervations evidently ſhew, that the fears of 


death do not refer ſo much to the agonies of diſſolving 
nature, as they do to the conſequences of dying.” They 
extend beyond the boundaries of time, and look with 
apprehenſion beyond the darkneſs of the grave. And 


of what high importance it is to prepare for theſe con- 


ſequences, and endeavor by alife of religion to remove 
theſe fears! The longeſt life we know is ſoon meaſur- 
ed, and the ſhorteſt probationary ſtate is of ineſtimable 
value. For on the improvement of this ſtate of proba- 
tion depends our . condition. The Inſpired wri- 
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ters compare human life, whether longer or ſhorter, to 
the withering graſs, the fading flower, the flying cloud, 
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the vaniſhing vapour. Days, months and years haſten 


to be gone. And when the time of our departure ar- 
rives, no efforts to reſiſt the final ſtroke will be effeQu- 


al. Youth and beauty, wealth and power, are alike un- 
able to ſatisfy the bold demands of death. The king 
of terrors cannot be perſuaded to delay his coming. 


to plead unfitneſs for the change will not ſtay his hand. 
| How unwiſe and hazardous, therefore, to keep out of 


mind an event, which is appointed unto all ! If death 
would forget to come, becauſe we are unmindful of his 
approach, we ſhould have ſome excuſe for negleQing 
to prepare for his arrival. But our want of caution 
and preparedneſs will not ward off his fatal ſhafts. And 
let us bear in mind, that if we die in our fins, we ſhall 
be driven away in our wickedneſs. It is on this fide 
the grave, and not beyond it, that a fountain ſtands o- 
pen for fin and uncleanneſs. In this world only does 
Chriſt exerciſe his mediatorial character, and God his 
forgiving mercy. For aſter the deciſions of the great 
day of accounts, Chriſt will give up the kingdom to the 
Father, that God may be all in all. It becomes us, 


| therefore, in this acceptable time, in this day of grace, 
to liſten with attention to the voice of the ſon of God, 
and ſtrive to enter into the door of mercy, which the 


Goſpel opens. As the Spirit and the Bride invite us 
to come, we ſhould incline our ear to the gracious in- 
vitation and taſte the waters of life. As God worketh 
in us by bis word, his providence and ſpirit, we ſhoulg 


13 


work out our falvation with fear and trembling. And 


as we may ſoon be ſtopped in the journey of life, and | 


have our days ſhortened by death, it is matter of high 
concern, that we ſeek the remiſſion of our fins, and be 
in a ſtate of conſtant preparation. When the curtain 
of time drops, the day of grace cloſes, and the night of 
death enſues, in which there is no work, knowledge, 
nor device. When we enter the warld of ſpirits, our 
characters are ſealed up to the judgment of the great 
day. And at the great and terrible day of the Lord, 
who will be able to ſtand? Under ſuch-trying circum- 
ſtances and apprehenſions, religion offers its aid. And 
under the influence and conſolations of religion, plea- 


ſing proſpetts open. The clouds of doubt divide and 


ſcatter. - A glorious refulgence beams from the foun- 
tain of light and happineſs. Faith and hope paint de- 
lightful ſcenes in the full enjoyment of Gad. Life 
and immortality dawn upon the grave. Feſus Chriſt | 
hath riſen and overcome death, and we alſo ſhall riſe and 


ſubdue the laſt enemy. The bars of death will be burft a- 


ſunder, and the whole congregation of the dead will be 


rouſed from their ſleeping duſt, At the ſound of the 


laſt trump all nations ſhall be gathered. All branches 
5 of the family of man will be brought to trial. Every 


man will receive according to his works. Each one 
will reap the fruits of his own doings, whether good or 


bad. Thoſe, who die in the Lord, ſhall riſe in his im- 


age to the joys of his kingdom. Them who fleep in 


| Jeſus will God bring with him. How comforting arg | 


theſe ſcriptural ſentiments to thoſe who are called in 
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providence to part with religious friends and relatives} 


The goſpel confirms the wiſhes and hopes of mourners 
under the bereavement of pious connexions. 
happy portion of them who die the death of the righteous is to 
go and be with Chriſt. And it becomes us to be aftive 
and diligent in our maſter's ſervice, and prepare to 


meet our pious friends departed, in the regions of e- 
. ternal day. To call to mind the amiable qualities of 


deceaſed connexions is in this world the balm of ſor- 
row, and it ſhould inſpire us with reſolution and vigor 


EL to perform all branches of duty, that we may meet a- 
gain in heaven. We ſhould imitate the virtue and pie- 
iy of thoſe who are gone to inherit the promiſes. 


Tuosz, who in the courſe of the laſt week attended 


the remains of their only ſiſter to the dreary manſions 


of the tomb, are in deep affliction. In ſuch a ſitu- 


friend even © 7efus wept.” But under their bereave. 


ment there are many ſources of conſolation. They 


enjoy the privilege of paying the tribute of a tear to her 


memory. They may draw uſeful leſſons from her ex- 
emplary life. They may repair, i in this ſeaſon of vill. 
tation, to the ſame divine religion, which ſo well ſup- 
ported her under a!l her pains and trials. They may 


ſeek after and ſecure that inheritance, to which ſhe ſo a 
conſtantly diretted her yiews and condutt, and to the 


hope of which chriſtians are begotten by the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. May this event 


make ſuitable impreſſions upon each of their minds, + * 


x 
S 
- 


For the 


ation tears are becoming. Over the grave of a dear 


* 


| 1 5 . 
and excite them to live in the faith and order of the 
| Goſpel. 

ArvLt deſcription of the charafterof the young Vo- 
man deceaſed I ſhall not attempt; but to notice ſome traits 


of it may be proper and uſeful. Her temper and diſpoſi- 
tion were amiable. Her mind was of a religious caſt, and 
' her heart was ſuceptible of the tendereſt impreſſions. 
Being favored with good inſtrutions and examples, for 
the want of which many of our youth grea:ly ſuffer, 


ſhe paid early and unwearied attention to the things of 


religion. She diſtinguilhed herſelf by the life and con- 
verſation of a chriſtian, at that period, when the pro- 
penſities of youth ate moſt apt to miſlead them. Hav- 


ing in the courſe of a few years loſt three fiſters, by the 


waſting and fatal progreſs of a decline, and being her- 


ſelf of a feeble habit, ſhe was led to expeR, that God 


would farther weaken her ſtrength in the way, and ſforten 
her days. This conſideration overcame her xouthful 


vivacity and led on to habits of fericuſneſs and piety. | 


The good principles and diſpoſitions, in which ſhe was 
eſtabliſhed, rendered her life the more deſirable, and, 


at the ſame time, made her willing to reſign herſelf to 


the diſpoſal of her Maker. Indeed, the very temper 
and diſpoſition, the very habits and virtues, which make 
the life of a friend truly amiable,” and which render 
that friend calm, ſerene, and patient under heavy trials, 


qualify and prepare him for the ſtroke of death, and 5 


for the joys of heaven. In the courſe of her ficknefs 


ſhe endured much bodily pain and diſtreſs, which ſhe . 
bore with chriſtian patience and fortitude. To her 
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faith and ge kbwever did not forlake her. She liv- 


ed and died like a chriſtian. . © 
if In her renioval from her connexions and the world; 
13 5 | the zudge of all the earth hath done right. He holdeth 
f = our ſouls in life. He fixes the bounds of our habitation; 
it | beyond. which we cannot paſs. Our enjoyments and 
1 lives are at his dilpoſal. His works and ways are peifect. 


He is too wiſe to err and too good to do wrong. In 
the removal of any objetts of our affeQion; he takes no 
more than he gave: Indeed, what he beſtows is ſtill 
his; and what he takes away was his before. And hence 
religion bids us be quiet under all his dealings. Thoſe 
who patiently endure chaſtening, God conſiders as ſons 
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3 and deals with them as ſach. For what ſon is he uon 
1 y | the father chaſtentth not; The wiſdoni and goodneſs of 
= i God are often diſplayed in the trials and afflidtions of 
z his ſaints. And the various afflitions of life work aut 
4 je for the patient ſufferers of them a far more exceeding . 
* and eternal weight of glory. In the pious Shunamite 
| N | we have a diſtinguiſhed example of calmneſs and reſig- 
f li naaiion in the midſt of trying ſcenes: ” She indulges no 
is murmuring thoughts and repining ſorrows. In the dif- 
, i poſals of providence concerning her family, ſhe delib- 
i erately and cordially acquieſces. Under the loſs of 


her only ſon, her mind appears to be ſerene and tran- 
quil. When the ſriendly inquiry is made, whether it 

it is well with herſelf her huſband, and her child, ſhe 
readily anſwers in the affirmative, “ It is well.” By the 
power of religious principles, and by the influences of 


BO art ¼, 
: } 
* 3 yy A 


1 an. 


— — — 


; FE 
«: F': 
L, = 
=_ 
w_ 
- 
es 13 
«£ 3 
iT 2 
1 C 
= - : 
= 7: . 
TS 15 
1 
74 F: ; 
1 
£ 
1 
> 
+ 
17 
$7 


9 . 


17 
God's Spirit, her heart was browghe to ſubmiſſion. This 
noble temper and diſpoſition were derived from piety, 
| which is a rich ſourte of conſolation, joy and comfort. 
From this ſource there flow pure ſtreams, which refreſh, 
ſtrengthen, and bleſs the children of God. Our Fa- 
ther in heaven taught the Shunamite, and he teaches us 
that his ways and dealings are right. In the ſchool of 
afflition we are to learn this leſſon of ſubmiſſion and ac- 
. quieſcence. By things we ſuffer in the courſe of pro- - 
vidence we are to learn obedience. —May you, my 
friends, who mourn the loſs of a loving and beloved 
ſiſter, repair to religion for ſupport and conſolation. 
Sorrowful and afflictive indeed is the event, which calls 
you to wear the habits of mourning. Liberal effuſions 
flow from the heart, and friendſhip gliſtens upon the tears 
which are ſhed. But remember, that the cup of afflic- 
tion may be rendered ſalutary, and really beneficial to 
thoſe, whoare called in providence to drink of it. The 
diſpoſitions and habits, the reſignation and piety, of 
your departed fiſter are good grounds of hope, that ſhe 
is gone to inherit the promiſes. Her life and conyer- 
ſation bear teſtimony of her ſincerity in making profeſ. 
fion of the chriſtian faith. And inſtead of fitting down 
at the table of chriſtian communion here below, we 
truſt that ſhe has gone to eat bread in the kingdom of 
heaven, To her, death was a ftiend, to relieve her 
from pain, and to open a way to joys unſpeakable and 
| fa!! of glory. Bleſſed are the dead who thus die in the Lord. 
Theſe confiderations muſt ſerve to aſſuage your for- 


18 
rows and comfort your minds, and ſhould lead you to 
aſpire after the ſame joys and bleſſedneſs. 

Drarn has been commiſſioned to make great in- 
roads upon your family, and to remove far from your em- 
braces, your parents and ſiſters dear. May the admo- 
nitions and warnings given in theſe events be duly im- 
proved and · really ſanctified. May theſe things render 
you more watchful, more religious and more obedient. 
Conſider that ſanctified afflictions are real mercies, and 
that they come to the children of God through the 
channel of covenant love. Events which appear a- 
gainſt them may be ſo arranged and ordered, as to pro- 
duce real benefit. May the bereavement, under which 
your minds now labour, be produAive of your ſpiritu- 
al good. May the ſupports and conſolations of the 
| goſpel attend you, the principles and maxims of it guide 
and direct you, and the bleſſings of heaven and the 
| ſcehes of proſperity ſurroud you in life. To ſecure 
the bleſſings of thoſe who die in the Lord, you muſt 

| like them live ſoberly, righteouſly and piouſly in the 

world. In this way, you may enjoy the fruits of that 

- wiſdom, which repreſents a good life, founded upon good 

* and leads on to glory and honor and i immor- 
tality. 

And may the death of her, whoſe irength + was wea- 
| kened in the way, and whoſe days were ſhortened, 
make a ſuitable impreſſion upon the minds of all now 
preſent before God. Conſider, my bearers, the feeble 
tenure «4 which we hold our lives. Conſider that the 


clock of time is in conſtant motion, and, when _ moment 


\ 


of our departure arrives, the alarm firikes and all is done. 

No moment, therefore, ſhould be ſuffered to paſs unim- 
proved. We lhould uſe every ſuitable met hod tobring 
eurmindsinto habits of attention to things ſpiritual and 
divine. And while gliding along the current of time 
ve ſhould dire our courſe to the haven of eternal reſt. 

_ Cour» the departed ſpirit of our deceaſed friend 
be allowed to addreſs itſelf to us, would it not adopt 
language like this? =I am direfted to warn you, who 
ſcoff at religion, not to trifle with things ſacred. The 
religion you attempt to ridicule is highly important, 
and theday is coming when you will mourn and lament. 
Ye profane and wicked! I am diredted by the father 
of Spirits to exhort and entreat you to venerate the 
name, worſhip, and ordinances of God. For evety i- 
dle word and for every wicked action you will be brot 
to an account. If you die in your ſins, you vill be dri- 
ven away in your wickedneſs. Repent, therefore and 8 
reform before too late. To you who have deceiv- | | 
ed yourſelves with a vain hope I amauthorized to de- 
clare, that the veil of ſelf deluſion will ſoon be torn a- - - 
funder, and your characters will be fully known. Your 
hope muſt periſh. Recover yourſelves from ſuch dan- | 
gerous deluſion, and reſt your hopes uppn the rock of 
ages, leſt when you cry, Lord, Lord, open unto us, he ſhould 
fay, I never knew you, depart From me ye workers of iniquity. _ 
To youth I am alſo permitted to recommend religion. 
In your early days regard the counſels of religious wil: 
dom, and acquire the habits of virtue. From my own. 
experience I can aſſure you, that the pleaſures of early _ 
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| piety are neither few nor ſmall. Religion forbids no- 

thing which would not injure you, and commands no- 

thing but what would in ſome way profit you. For god. 

lineſs, even in youth, is great gain, and its paths are 

G pleaſant and peaceful. You may coſider me as a mel. 
ſenger ſent from heaven to exhort and perſuade you 


to become religious. Open your ears, therefore, tomy 
voice, and your hearts to my inſtruction, and remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth. Before I take my 
leave and return to fairer worlds on high, I muſt open 
my mind to profeſſing chriſtians. Why ſo cold and 
indifferent in your devotions? Why ſo worldly mind- 
ed and formal? Why ſuch a great difference between 
your profeſſion and life? Where is your charity and 
and brotherly love? Where have fled your reſolutions 
to attend with conſtancy to the preached word, and your 
promiſes to regard the doctrines and ordinances of the 
Goſpel? Conſider your ſtanding. Examine your hearts, 
3 Exalt your affe ctions. Become truly religious, not on- 
ly in word and name, but in deed and truth. Attune 
_ your hearts and prepare to fing with me and with all 8 
the Spirits of the juſt made perfeR, the ſong of redeem. 
ing love. | 
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Igo, I fly, and vaniſh into life,” 
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dont CONCISE ACCOUNT OF THE LITE Ayn. 
| WRITINGS OF | 


 S1ByL RICHARDSON, 
ON WHOSE 
D E 1 T 


The preceding Sermon was delivered the Sabbath 
after her interment. 
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Though dead ſhe yet ſoeaketh. 
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% Heav'n gives us friends to bleſs the preſent ſcene ; 
Reſumes them to prepare us for the next.“ 


Younc., 
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10 THE READER. 


5 TRE Author of the foregoing diſcourſe, at 
1 the requeſt of the particular friends and conexions of 
the young womag deceaſed, undertakes with readineſs 
to give you ſome account of her life and writings. 
From perſonal acquaintance with her, and from writ- 
ings ſhe left for the benefit of her greateſt intimates, and 
: alſo from information received from her friends, he is 
- able to lay before you ſome juſt ideas of her ſentiments 
1 and character, and it is his ſincere deſire and prayer, 
. that by peruſing the few following pages, you may en- 
tertaia mare Exalted thoughts of religion, and that you 
may be excited to the greateſt diligence to make your 
calling and eleQtion ſure. And remember, that the 
death of others is the harbinger of our own. . 


** 


—_— =. - SIBvI. RICHARDSON, youngeſt daugh- 
Me ter of Zechariah and Sarah Richardſon, was born x gth 


of January 1770. Her parents were religious and re- 
ſpeQable, and the family were at that period healthful 
and proſperous. But in the fourth year of her age, 

her father was called hence to be here no more. Be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed for his attachment to religion, and for 
bis induftrious and exemplary life, the Reverend Mr. 
© Bridge, my worthy and reſpeQable predeceflor, took 
articular notice of his death in two diſcourſes from 

P ſalms 68. 5. God, who is the Father of the father- 
leſs, ſtill preſerved to her the life of a tender and af- 
fedtionate mother. Under her nurturing care, ſhe liv- 
ed with her brothers and ſiſters during the period of 
her early youth. Her days paſfed pleaſantly along, and 

ſhe diſcovered the uſual vivacity and ſprightlineſs of 
perſons in the morning of life. But ſoon the. ſcene 

was changed. Sorrow and afflition became her early 
acquaintance. When in her fifteenth year ſhe was de- 
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prived of two > loving ſiſters, who died of a cat M 
Von in 1784. And the next year, while the fond re- = 


membrance of her ſiſters was ſtill alive, ſhe was. called = 
to weep over the remains of her only parent, who died . 
Jaly 3d, 1785. This heavy bereavement, in connex- i 
lon with former troubles, overwhelmed her tender heart 
with ſorrow. To be left an orphan at ſuch an age and 
under ſuch impreſſions of grief, filled her eyes with 
tears and her heart with anguiſh. Theſe mournful 8 
vents produced a greater effectett upon her mind on 
account of the 24 ſucceſſion in which they happened. 
| © The inroads the in the family alarmed her, fears, and 
' led her to think of her own diſſolution. though the 
arrows of death had proved fatal to many of the fami- 
ly, his quiver was not exbauſted. Within two years 
after, a third ſiſter, and alſo an intimate friend were ta- 
ken from this earthly ſcene, and called to the world of 
ſpirits. Theſe affecting inſtances of mortality render- 
ed her ſtill more thoughtful and anxious. Her mind 
vas filled with deep concern. Religion found its way to | 
her heart. The world appeared leſs deſirable, and ſhe .. DE 
| felt more ſolicitous to make her peace with God. In « "og 2 
e de votions of the cloſet, it appears to have been ber 
cearneſt prayer, that ſhe might be prepared for death. 
The deep concern ſhe felt for herſelf induced her to 
reſolve to live a ſober and religious life, and to re- 
frain from the follies and vanities of youth. But her 
ep reſolutions, as is too often the caſe, proved too 
eeble. She ſoon found herſelf entangled in the fnares 
ol the world, With leſs and leſs reluQtance ſhe joined 
in the ſocial mirth and amuſements of life, and for a] 
years indulged herſelf in them. In the midſt of ſuch N 
ſcenes, however, ſerious reflections aroſe and diſturbed 
her enjoyment of company. And after returning from 
ſcenes of merriment, her refleQions were for ſome time 
unpleaſant and painful. But unwilling to be called 
ſingular, and to bear the cenſure of former compan= 0 
ions, ſhe continued to aſſociate with them, and reſuc- | 
tantly entered into their ſeelings and converſation. Her 
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ST ty 
_ pleaſure, in the company of her affociates, however; 
adually abated, and her fears gradually increaſed. 
At length the concluded to deny herſelf the pleaſures 
of ſociety and riſk the conſequences. This be, ſhe 
devoted much of her time to reading, meditation and 
prayer. Chriſtian werfflip and ordinances attrafted 
more attention. As is highly proper and commendable 
- forall, ſhe often remained in the gallery during commu- 
3,  nion ſervice; to ſee that ordinance adminiſtered. And 
"© - the thought it the duty, as it really is the duty, of eve- 
rv one, who means to be a diſciple of Chriſt, to join 
the number of communicants, and obey the twofold 
command of our Saviour, „Do this in remembrance 
of me.” And though for a time ſhe felt herſelf unwor- 
thy to approach the table of chriſtian communion, and 
ſome paſſages of ſcripture which, being miſapprehend- 
ed, filled her mind with doubts and fears, the at length 
became a profeffor and enjoyed the privileges of com-. 
munion. Before ſhe made ſuch a profeſſion, fhe expe- 
rienced great anxiety, concern and diſtreſs of mind 
ao for as much as two years. Sin appeared exceeding fin- 
ful. The company of her former aſſociates gave her 
no ſatisfaction. The converſation of chriftians reu- 
dered her more ſenſible of her own wretchedneſs, and 
ſhe ſaw no door of mercy open. But reſolving, as 
we all ſhould, to be conſtant and engaged in duty, ſhe 
met with theſe lines. 5 ED. Sd ah 
01 might I hear thy heavenly tongue 
But whiſper, —thou art mine VNVöα 
Thoſe gentle words ſhould raiſe my ſong, 
To notes almoſt divine.“ 9 8 IN! „ 


Soon after this ſhe was calm, compoſed and joyful. 

She had clearer-views of the goodneſs of God and of 
the excelleney of the. Goſpel. . Chriſt appeared pre. 
_ ctous, and her heart expanded with praiſes to God and 
the Redeemer. The waters of life were ſweet to her 
ſoul. She was made willing to ſtand, in her lot, and to 
__ "endure trials, and to follow Chriſt, wherever heJhou 
lead the way. She enjoyed pleaſure in denying berſel 
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| thoſe things. in which ſhe once took delight, and in per. 
{pe thoſe duties which were once diſagreeable. 5 
She felt a peculiar regard for the friends of religion, 
and wiſhed all to taſte the riches of divine grace. The 
atoning facrifice of Chriſt was a common ſubjea of her | 
meditation, and her ſoul reſted with fond delight on 5 
that love, which was ſtronger than death. The duties 
of religion, and the dottrines and proſpetts of the 
Goſpel ſeemed to occupy her whole attention. But 
it was not her lot long to enjoy a cloudleſs ſky. Her 
mind was often overcaſt 'with,doubts' and fears. It 
ſeemed to her, that no real chriſtian could feel ſo lit- 
tle gratitude and love to God and Chriſt, and hade ſuch 
feeble deſires to meditate and ſpeak concerning the x 
glories of the Redeemer's kingdom. Theſe conſider- „ 
ations made her more active, watchful and zealous 
and really ſerved to bring her forward in her chriſtian 
courſe. For it ſoon pleaſed God to make greater diſ- 
coveries of himſelf, and to convince her, that the 
greateſt ſinners, who are truly penitent, are received = 
into the arms of divine mercy. She became ſtrong in 
the Lord, and rejoiced under his government. She 
=” was firm to reſiſt temptations to fin, and eager to- im- 
prove in the new and divine life. On her ſocial viſits, ® 
the great goodneſs of God to periſhing finners was „ 
the favorite topic of her converſation, and ſhe wiſluededddl 
for greater powers of mind and language to do juſtice 
to the ſubjett. As every attainment in religion ren- 
ders a perſon more deſirous of higher attainments, ſhe 
became more and more ſolicitous to be wholly cleanſ- 
ed from fin by the blood of Chrift, and to be holy in 
all manner of. converſation. She expreſſed her feel- 
ings at this period in the following lines. 
2 All Ginful pleaſures 1 will refign, | 
And ſerve the Lord with ali my mind; 


That fleſh and fin no more control e 
The ſacred pleaſure of my foul, 3 


* 


* 


det 


* 
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„ | 


M mes, however, as is the caſe with every chriſ- 
tian, the found that her trials and the power of temp- - 
tations ſhook the foundations of her confidence, and . 
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diſtreſſes, and diſcover ſtrong deſires of enjoying near- 
and praiſe ta the Father of mercies, and in reading the 


For ſeveral years be 


of religious impreſſions. 


for poetic compoſition, and often expreſſed her pious 


When grief my wounded ſoul aſſails, 
— Ins chriſtian meckneſs may 1 reſt, 
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made her approach the Lord's table with a trembling 
and anxious mind. But ſhe found it a profitable ſea- 
Jon to her ſoul and took efcouragement from theſe 
words, which were the theme of the Preacher's diſ- 
courſe on communion day. Thou wilt ſiem me the 
path of bfe.” 15 . . 
THe prayers and ejaculations, ſhe left in her manu- 
ſcript. denote great reſignation amidſt bodily pains and 


neſs ta God. Much of her time was ſpent in prayer 


holy ſcriptures. A good example for every chriſtian. 

Bee her death, her health was far 
from being firm; but ſhe was able to keep ſchool, 
which ſhe did in ſeveral places to good acceptance. 
She ſpared no pains to inſtrutt her pupils in the firſt 
principles of piety and morality, as is the duty of every 
one who engages in the buſineſs of early education. 
For like ſoft wax which readily receives any impreſſion 


I give it, the youthful mind is tender and ſulceptible 


As the twig is bent the treeꝰs inclin'd.” — tf 


In the courſe of her reading ſhe acquired ſome taſte 


wad Yb 


thoughts in meaſured verſe. From the pieces which 
were found among her writings, the following extracts 
are taken to ſhew the prevailing current of her ſenti- 
ments and her talent at ſuch compoſition. 


ON THE LAMB OF GOD. 
Trov, Lamb of God, Thou, Prince of peace, 
For Thee my thirſty foul doth pine; 75 
My longing heart implores thy grace, 
O ! make me in thy likeneſs ſhine, | 
Whew pain o'er my weak fleſh prevails, - —-. 
With lamb like patience arm my breaſt ; 


"a And when on Zion Thou halt ſtand, 
And hoſts of heav/n adore their No 


4 | 


| May I be found at * right band, 
; ny free from pain, thy * age 


ANOTHER, 


Jz8vs, the weary wand'rer' 8 reſt, 

Give me thy eaiy yoke to Har; 

With ſtedfaſt patience argFmy breaſt, 
With ſpotleſs love abdg ly fear rn = nh 


Thankful I take the from The 
Prepar'd and mingle Mby thy (kill; 
Though bitter to the paſte it be, 
Pow'rful the woundet ſoul to heal, * 


* 


Be Thou, O rock of ages, nigh, * 

So ſhall each murm'ring thought be gone; 

And grief and fear and care ſhall fly,  - * 
— As clouds before the mid- day ſun. 5 5 


fa . 8 * * 


ADDRESS. 


8 THE SOLDIERS OF CHRIST, 


SoLDiers of Ctriſt, ariſe, 
And put your armour on, 
Strong 1 in the pow'r which God ſupplies 


Through his eternal Son, mn ke 


To keep your armour bright, 
'Attend with conſtant care; 

: Still walking ih your Captain's fight 
And watchſul unto pray'r. 


Wes viſited with bodily pains and waſting diſeaſe, 


Ie improved every ſuitable opportunity in writing on 


ſerious and important ſubjects. She ſought retirement 


from the world, and it appeared to be her ardent de- 


fire to hold converſe with heaven. In one of the pa- 


pers ſhe left, it was her devout prayer, that ſhe might | 


prefer piety and virtue to the things of time and ſenſe, 


and that ſhe 5 be aſſimulated more and more to 


the image of Go 


A little before her diſſolution, ſhe wrote letters for 
the peruſal and benefit of her brothers, and, when ſhe 
had folded them, the wrote upon them a requeſt, that 


they might not be read until ſhe ſhould be laid in her 


grave. The letters expreſs her feelings of gratitude 


bo them or r thats. gender regard and fraternal affe ction 
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and Tor the unwearied attention they p aid her in the 
courſe of her ſickneſs, and hold forth 58 ardent de- 
irre, that they might act with reference to futurity and 
In the letter directed 
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devote their lives to religion. 


lo the oldeſt brother weng found theſe lines. 


M body to your e doth fall, : 
_ Sul to Go , 8233 
Rememb this ye ers all, 
And t his glory OFT. ho FAR 
While y&u lament ſonal a 10 25 
Ang ſhed a lorro err: 
Wun humble patien r the 5 


EIN nd walk in holy fear. 45 ER 3 

- When, my body you ſee inurn'd; RR Gn 
In the dark; filent grave: ps 

0 let it be your great concern, EO 
Your immortal fouls to 8 2 oy, 

1 yield the things of time and Tenſe, 

For God my Maker calls me hence; Ws 

a O may my foul his love en joy „„ 

N * 255 2 00 be his Prsiſe ny ſweet employ. . - 


— 4 To regoing ſketches'of the life, chalet * 
Viitings af S:3yLRicnanDSon, the writer of them 
bas aimed to heampartial. His atithority#or deſcrib: | 


: ing the ſtate of her mind, he takes from her own bang 


fing, in a book, Which ſhie wrote for her own bene: 


Hit. 
dcerning the effe cis which trials and affliftions og 


From the fc ſource he draws information con- * 


= 


£ 75 


7 


upon her mind and heart. And what induced bim to a 


Prepare theſe ſketches of her hiſtory was, to preſerve 
ber memory, to gratify her” brothers and friends, and 
to promote religion in the heart of evety one who * 
way read them. And he cloſes in language of Doftor 


2 + Young on the duty of ſerious reflectioh, to which N 


. moPes no reader of this will be a ſtranger. PERS 
= EK 8 "Bis greatly wiſe to talk with our paſt hours; . od | 
And aſk them what report they bore to heaven, „ 
„„ And fone 1 e have borne more welcode nens. 

EN | Ew „ 


